NATIONALISM.   1914-1920
into contentment and peace. The collective effort of the
'Iraqis abroad undoubtedly played a decisive part in arousing
Nationalist feeling, as will be indicated later. They have been
among the foremost, however, in denying the validity of the
view that they formed the only effective element in opposition
to British policy.1 Such a view, in addition, ignores the history
of £Iraq Nationalism and disregards the fundamentals of Arab
character.
The pre-war Nationalist Movement had been occasioned less
by the evils of the Turkish administration, although these un-
doubtedly aggravated the discontent, than by the fact that the
Turks, in spite of a common religion, wrere non-Arab rulers and
that they barred the way to independence which for better
or for worse, the Arabs desired. clraq after the armistice had
few of the administrative evils prevalent in pre-war days of
which to complain; but the British regime was foreign and
military. It was not Muslim, it was not Arab and, above all,
it barred the way to autonomy which, more than ever before,
stood as the goal of Arab aspirations. Under such circumstances,
good administration which, according to the prevailing Anglo-
Indian ideas, should have quieted all political discontent,
counted for little. Indeed, in many districts, the very efficiency
and thoroughness of the administration were regarded as suffi-
cient justification for rebellion. The Arab saying, 'Better
Jahannam of our own creation than Paradise of another's
making', has its roots in Arab character.
Independence was desirable for its own sake, as Mr. H. St.
J. Philby pointed out, in an address, June 23rd, 1920, to the
Central Asian Society:
What they [the 'Iraqis] want, like the people of Arabia
and Syria, and want because they are Arabs, is complete
independence, nothing more and nothing less, and that is
exactly what the British Government promised them in the
most unequivocal terms by joining with the French in the
1 So in interviews to writer, 1933-5; also Al-'Iraq, February 27th, 1922.
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